The course, which will be held over the month of May in 2013, will be held on location in Guatemala, with the aim of fostering a more nuanced understanding of the challenges of poverty and antipoverty programs.
Brian Laetz Graduate Essay Prize Winner: OisÍn Deery
Congratulations to OisÍn Deery, winner of UBC Philosophy's first annual Brian Laetz Graduate Essay Prize. The prize, which includes a cash award, is given to one philosophy student annually for producing the essay of the best overall quality. What drew you to the field? MS: I didn't study any economics as an undergraduate; I studied history and philosophy of physics, and thought that that was what I was going to work on. But my advisor recommended a course by an economist called Scott Gordon on the philosophy of the social sciences, so I took that course and fell in love with it, and totally changed directions. I took a number of economics classes, and went on to get a Master's degree in economics while a young professor at Michigan. I think it's really important, when you're doing philosophy of science, to know the science. 
Faculty News
The department is delighted to announce that Roberta Ballerin has been promoted to Associate Professor with tenure, effective July 1, 2013. Christopher Stephens was awarded the 2012-2013 Killam Teaching Prize for Graduate Instruction. His recent research has been divided between work on philosophical issues about how we make inferences about the past (especially in evolutionary biology), and on issues in epistemology about why we should be rational. He is presenting papers on these topics at upcoming meetings of the Canadian Society for the History and Philosophy of Science (CSHPS) and at a conference in honour of the philosopher Elliott Sober.
Matthew Bedke
John Woods has completed work on the sixteen-volume Handbook of the Philosophy of Science, for which he was a co-editor and the managing editor. He also has several recent publications, including papers in the Review of Symbolic Logic and Philosophia Scientiae. He recently gave lectures in France, Latvia, and Italy, and he is working on a book called Naturalizing Logic.
Philosophers make better test-takers (Or maybe they really are smarter) Standardized tests may or may not reveal much that is worth knowing about what a person can do, intellectually. Perhaps that is why many graduate philosophy programs do not require applicants to take it. (UBC does not require it, for instance.) Nonetheless, it is common for graduate programs in North America to require their applicants to take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), one of the tests produced by the Educational Testing Service (ETS). So students and others may wonder what kind of background is useful for doing well on the GRE. It's hard to say. But recent data from ETS suggest that those who plan to go to graduate school in philosophy perform on average better than almost everyone else.
A survey of those taking the test between August 2011 and April 2012 compared the scores of test-takers, categorized by their intended graduate field. Those planning on going to graduate school in philosophy did best in each of the three parts (verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing) among intended arts and humanities students, and had the highest average verbal and analytical writing scores among students in all intended major fields. They were no slouches in quantitative skills either: though physical science students, engineers, economists, and finance students did better, those going into philosophy were better than most of those in the life sciences, social sciences, and other professional fields.
Those planning on studying philosophy had a mean scores of 160 verbal, 153 quantitative, and 4.4 on analytical writing. Arts and humanities students in general averaged 157 V, 149 Q, and 4.2 AW; physical science students averaged 153 V, 158 Q, and 3.8 AW. Social science students averaged 157 V, 149 Q, and 4.2 AW. And business students pulled down averages of 150 V, 152 Q, and 3.7 AW.
Since the data wasn't tabulated by undergraduate major, it's not clear how many of those intending to go into philosophy had studied philosophy as undergraduates, though surely most of them did. And those who are attracted to philosophy may be self-selecting-those talented in verbal and writing may seek out the most challenging things to read and write for the sake of the challenge. But it looks like studying philosophy probably doesn't do you any harm on such standardized tests, and might even do you some good. And if studying philosophy and scoring high on the GRE doesn't lead you to a life of shallow satisfactions, at least it may give you something to talk about at cocktail parties, and a quiet satisfaction when others complain about how much they hated taking the GRE.
Full data from this survey can be found at www.ets.org/s/gre/pdf/gre_guide_table4.pdf. As of March 2013, the PSA student executive officers are:
• Andrew Han (President)
• Adrian Yee (VP Internal)
• Jordan Howell (VP External)
• Shannon Hogan (Academic Events Coordinator)
• Josh Campagna (Treasurer)
• Davida MacBain (Global Lounge Liaison)
• Sophia Jit (Deputy VP External)
• Jeremy Arnott (Member at Large)
The PSA also runs an online undergraduate journal, the 
Donations Philosophy Department Annual Fund
Gifts from friends of the UBC Philosophy Department can have a lasting impact. Your contribution to this fund will be used to support events like our Speaker Series and Spring Colloquium, as well as student travel awards, our department library, and other student initiatives. By donating to the Department, you enrich the experiences of our students and help them to achieve excellence.
To learn how you can contribute to the department, please visit http://philosophy.ubc.ca/alumni/getinvolved/.
Tax receipts will be issued by the UBC Development Office.
Thank you for supporting the UBC Philosophy Department.
